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Review of the Film Parasite
This paper reviews the thrilling tragic-comedy “Parasite”. The story centres around the struggling Kim family that formed a relationship with a wealthy Park family. Moreover, it addresses the issues working-class families face as they try to move up the socioeconomic ladder. While class discrimination is one of the major themes that suffices in the film, the virtue of becoming an ideal person cannot be ignored in the film. 
How does the film use, challenge, and/or reappropriate conventional Asian philosophies and rituals?
The movie is well-themed to challenge conventional Asian philosophies as it revolves around the strive for wealth. The story begins when Kim’s son (Ki-woo) faked his university degree that helped him get a job as an English-language tutor for a teenage girl at the wealthy Park family. Later, other members of his family used deception to infiltrate the Parks. At first, the film’s message seemed like an avert exploration of human partyism but beneath the surface are multitude of layers beckoning relationships of the ultimate wealthy and the working class.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The film shows that many of the working-class families reach off the wealthy so they can have ways to survive. It is easy to witness Kim’s hardships, their drive to a better life as well as their hustle completing menial part-time jobs they can get their hands on. The desperation of their everyday life is initially presented on the ways in which their children struggle to access local WIFI so they can get free internet. They always left their windows open so they can get fumigated to kill bugs that were really affecting their health. While most families are poor, their circumstances have nothing to do with their collective intelligence or will to work (Conklin). In fact, most families are depicted as hardworking something that signifies the strength of the working-class in the film. Unlike most people in their position, the Kim’s were imaginative and creative as they were able to take advantage of the wealthy family. 
The film integrates key teachings of the Asian philosophies that tell more of what it means to be successful in life, one of it being the teaching on benevolence. The Kim family set their heart on benevolence as despite being poor and working their way up through lies, they had compassion for one another. They were always huddled together as a family. Anyone could see them eating together while the Parks were always isolated. Various series of events in the film including a scene where Mr. and Mrs. Park refers to the Kim’s as people who smell like “old radishes” clearly indicate that regardless of the challenges they were facing, the Kim’s goal was to try to be ideal persons in life and their  ultimate virtue being driven by love for themselves (Matthews). 
What does this suggest about the film’s intention or purpose— rather consciously or unconsciously?
While the film presents a myriad of themes, its intention or purpose was categorically to bring attention to the satire of wealth inequality and the challenges people go through in their attempt to become “Chun Tzu” or ideal persons in the society. Unconsciously, the film explores the theme of inequality by highlight disparity of opportunities the working-class has to contend with in their career. 
North Korea is one of the fast-growing economies in the world and in the last 50 years, research shows that its GDP has increased from 1 billion to 1.6 trillion (Kharas pg. 23). The problem is that this wealth is not evenly distributed amongst the population. The disparity has left so many people especially those below 65 years of age living below poverty lines (Kharas). As depicted in the film this disparity is polarized in the working-class that now believe that it is impossible to move up the socioeconomic ladder without nepotism paving their way. 
In conclusion, the story depicts more of anti-capitalist sentiment by showcasing the wealthy as equally parasitic in contrast to the working-class who always seem to struggle to make their ends meet.
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